Alabama APSE was awarded a one year grant in 2007 entitled “Expanding Meaningful Employment Opportunities for Individuals with Developmental disabilities”.  The Anticipated outcome of this grant is:
· Self Advocates, professionals, policymakers and employers will be better informed on the benefits of hiring employees with disabilities.

The activities to achieve these outcomes are as follows:

· A minimum of 2 training events per year to train disability specialists, self advocates and employers in the skills necessary to effectively market supported employment.

· Marketing tools will be developed and/or customized for use in Alabama.

· Al-APSE website will be expanded to create an interactive discussion board for employers.

With marketing being the major component of the grant, Alabama APSE elected to purchase the rights to the recent DVD and brochure, Choose Work, developed by national APSE.  Purchasing the rights to the materials allowed Alabama to add their chapter logo and local contact information to the DVD and brochure.  This DVD and brochure will be distributed to self-advocates, professionals and employers throughout the state.

It is anticipated that this grant will be continued in 2008 with the focus shifting to policymakers.  Training will be provided regionally regarding policy development and how the Choose Work DVD can be a tool that can and should be shared with local policymakers in Alabama.

Alabama was pleased to be able to purchase the rights to the marketing materials developed by the national office rather than reinvent something already professionally developed and available to state chapters.

Thanks,

Byron White

