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APSE CALL TO ACTION!
                                                                                                                
President Bush Again Asks Congress to Eliminate Funding for 
SE State Grant Program!!
Strong Grassroots Action Needed!!
 
· President Bush has once again asked Congress to eliminate funding for the SE State Grant Program.
· Decisions on the President’s request will be made by the House and Senate, beginning with the Labor, Health and Human Services, Education and Related Agencies Appropriations Subcommittees in both bodies. 
· To ensure congressional action that will allow our funding to once again survive the President’s attacks – 
 
Strong Grassroots Messages to Congress are Needed!!
 
PLEASE CONTACT (FAX OR E-MAIL AND TELEPHONE) YOUR LEGISLATORS WITH THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE:
(If you do not know who to write, contact your State APSE Chapter or go to www.house.gov and www.senate.gov)
 
Action Alert:  Immediate Action Needed!
The House and Senate, beginning with the Labor, Health and Human Services, Education and Related Agencies Appropriations Subcommittees will be working on the FY 2009 appropriations bills. 
Once again we need APSE members to contact their legislators and ask them to reject the President’s request to eliminate the program.  
 
Contact your Senators and Representatives IMMEDIATELY!!!
(If you need help, contact your State APSE Chapter or go to www.house.gov and www.senate.gov. or contact)    
 
· Send a letter via e-mail or fax or to the District Office.  Do not send mail to the DC office.    

· Follow up on your letter with a telephone call to the Member’s District or Washington office. 

· If your Member is on House and/or Senate Appropriations Subcommittee, it is especially important that you send a strong message and stay in touch with them (see attachment) 

· The message should be simple, but it is important to clarify the issue. Most Members are not familiar with the SE State Grant Program and will make the assumption that the President’s request is to reduce the budget.  They must understand that while he is eliminating a congressionally authorized program, there is no budget reduction in his request. 
· Here are some talking points to include in your letter along with a personal message.
 
The Issue
· In his budget for FY 2009, the President requested that Congress eliminate the State Supported Employment Grant Program, mistakenly identifying it as an overlapping program that should be paid for through Title I of the Rehab Act.   
· The SE State Grant Program in the Rehabilitation Act is important. Without this incentive for the state VR system to provide SE services, most people who require intense supports to become employed will not be able to access their state VR system.
· The SE State Grant Program is authorized in the Rehabilitation Act and funded as a separate line item in the Labor, Health and Human Services, Education and Related Agencies Appropriations bill.  Congress added this separate program as an incentive to the state VR systems to provide employment supports to individuals with significant disabilities.  It has been appropriated since its inception, and the need for incentives is as great today as it was in the first year.   
· The problem Congress addressed with this program still exists – in many states people who need extensive supports in order to become employed cannot access VR services without this program.  Congress recognized the importance of the SE State Grant Program and rejected the President’s request to eliminate funding for FY ‘03,’04, ’05, ‘06, ‘07, and ‘08.  It is important to reject it again this year.
Impact on his/her constituents  
· This funding has been a primary funding source for SE in our state and its loss will make it very difficult for individuals who need support in order to become employed to access VR services.  (Note: Please give correct information. If you do not know how the funds are used in your state, contact your state APSE Chapter.  If you cannot get this information, describe SE in your state and its importance for their constituents with significant disabilities.  
State your request  
· If your member(s) serve on the Subcommittee (see attached list): On behalf of individuals with significant disabilities in (add your state) I ask that the FY 2009 appropriations bill continue to fully fund the State SE Grant Program as a separate program. Please reject the President’s request to eliminate the SE State Grant Program funding. 
· If your member(s) do not serve on the subcommittee: Please use your influence with the leadership of the Labor, Health and Human Services, Education and Related Agencies Subcommittee to continue the SE State Grant program as a separate line item in the FY 2009 appropriations bill.  
· For both subcommittee and non- subcommittee members:  Do not let the President use the appropriation process to eliminate this important Rehabilitation Act program.
Share your message and responses  
· So that we can effectively coordinate this campaign, please send a copy of all contacts to and from congressional offices to lowens@apse.org 

For additional information, contact:
Laura Owens 
APSE Public Policy Fellow
lowens@apse.org 
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President Seeks Elimination of State SE Grant Program Funds
 
ADVOCATES ACROSS NATION JOIN IN OPPOSITION!!
 
Background Information
 
Putting the issue in context: The Budget and Appropriations Process - On the first Monday in February, the President delivers his budget requests for the next fiscal year to Congress, triggering the annual budget and appropriations process.  Congress carefully reviews the President’s budget, debates it, and ultimately passes the congressional budget resolution – their own funding blueprint for the upcoming fiscal year. Once the budget is set, the thirteen appropriations committees begin to determine how much will be spent on specific programs. Funding decisions are first made by the committees, followed by votes by the full House and Senate, who have responsibility for setting spending levels for each program prior to the beginning of each fiscal year.  
 
The President’s Request regarding SE State Grant Program:  On February 4, 2008 President Bush submitted his FY 2009 budget request. As in past several years, the President has asked Congress once again to eliminate the SE State Grant Program funding (more commonly known as the Title IV-C program), in the Rehabilitation Act. The administration’s explanation has been that these are overlapping programs and that the services would be picked up through the Title I program. As well experienced by those of us in the supported employment arena, these explanations are based on mistaken assumptions.  The request to eliminate the State SE Grant program was considered and rejected by the appropriators for the past several years.      
 
The Problem:  Advocates fear that the loss of funding specifically designated for SE service and capacity building would make it very difficult for individuals with high support needs to access the state VR program.  The SE State Grant program was created in 1986 when the Rehab Act was amended to authorize the use of Title I funds for SE.  Recognizing there was little to no capacity for the provision of SE services in the states, the SE State Grant program was added as Title VI-C of the Act, to encourage states to develop and support statewide SE programs. The SE State Grant program has been funded as a separate “line item” by the House and Senate since that time.  While states can use Title I funds for SE, advocates in most states report the important role of the SE Grant program in encouraging states to utilize SE services.  There is every reason to believe its loss would strike a devastating blow to VR funding for SE.
 
For additional information, contact:  Laura Owens, APSE Public Policy Fellow at lowens@apse.org 
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