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Support Effective Transition Of Youth With Significant Disabilities To Adulthood

Through Education, Empowerment And Employment
Cosponsor the Transitioning towards Excellence, Achievement and Mobility Legislation of 2011

Dear Colleague,

Children living with intellectual disabilities deserve the same opportunities to experience life as every kid does.
The Transitioning towards Excellence, Achievement and Mobility legislation, collectively referred to as the
TEAM Act, secks to promote meaningful post-secondary educational and employment opportunities for
individuals living with intellectual disabilities. This proposal aims for these citizens to gain full-time
employment in an integrated setting at a livable wage leading to long-term career development and inclusion in
the community through independent living and social engagement.

e The “TEAM-Education Act of 2011" (H.R. 602) ensures that schools are provided guidance and modest additional
resources to engage transition coordinators to proactively assist America’s disabled children during their years in the public
school system.

o The “TEAM-Empowerment Act of 2011 (H.R. 603) creates an adult transition planning process and system of supports for
youth and their families under the supervision of state intellectual and developmental disability agencies. This plan declares
that youth can choose an adviser to work with them, whether they would like to advance their education or join the
workforce.

e The “TEAM-Employment Act of 2011 (H.R. 604) seeks io stimulate a national system-change, which will establish that
agencies coordinate services better io produce the desired outcomes of integrated living and employment. This includes
rewarding those states who reshape the focus of their current funding streams to promote those services that lead to getting
our youngsters fully participating in the community through the general workforce and economic mainstream.

Each of the three bills would strengthen accountability, clarity expectations, expand flexibility and align
systems to ensure that publically-funded assistance is effectively utilized. When state education, vocational
rehabilitation, workforce development, Medicaid, and other public agencies work closely together early to
support and promote the growth and development of youth with significant disabilities, individuals benefit from
the synergistic coordination of supports and are able to achieve better outcomes.

I encourage you to join me in supporting youth with significant disabilities by co-sponsoring H.R. 602, H.R.
603, and H.R. 604 (TEAM Act). Please direct any inquiries to Scot Malvaney at (202)225-5031 or
scot.malvaney(@mail.house.gov.

Sincerely,
Gregg Harp
Member of Congress
DISTRICT OFFICES
PEARL MERIDIAN STARKVILLE BROOKHAVEN
2507-A OLp BRANDON RoAD 823 22ND AVENUE 1 RESEARCH BOULEVARD, SuITe 206 230 SouTH WHITWORTH STREET
PEARL, MS 39208 MEeRIDIAN, MS 39301 STARKVILLE, MS 39759 BrROOKHAVEN, MS 39601

601.932.2410 601.693.6681 662.324.0007 601.823.3400

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER



