
[image: image1.png]


Oklahoma APSE
 “The Network on Employment”
August 25, 2008 

The Honorable Tom Coburn

Senator

100 North Broadway, Suite 1820
Oklahoma City, OK 73102
Main: 405-231-4941
Fax: 405-231-5051

	

	


Dear Senator Coburn, 

 

On behalf of the Oklahoma APSE Network on Employment, I am writing to ask for your support on a critical piece of civil rights legislation, the Americans with Disabilities Amendments Act of 2008 (S. 3406). 
 

Our membership strongly believes this legislation is vital for people with disabilities in getting and keeping jobs in the workforce.  Founded in 1988, our state organization consists of workers with disabilities, their employers, family members and job placement professionals representing more than 100 community job placement agencies.  Each year our state conference garners more than 400 participants in a celebration of work and to challenge ourselves to move forward in best employment practices under the ADA.  We believe that work is the best way to insure people with severe disabilities can live with dignity and respect, secure economic self sufficiency, and become taxpaying citizens.   

Originally the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) prevented unfair treatment toward people with current, past and perceived disabilities.  However, recent court decisions have left workers vulnerable to discrimination. The ADA Amendments Act will re-establish coverage of people whom Congress originally intended to protect from discrimination by amending the definition of the term "disability." We ask that Senator Coburn support a floor vote and urge him to help move S. 3406 quickly through the Senate.

Please contact me at (405)209-3995 or at teriegner@yahoo.com if I may answer any questions.

 

Thank you for your consideration.

 

Sincerely,

 

Teri Egner

President

Oklahoma APSE

Cc:  Oklahoma APSE Executive Council
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