APSE Update to Chapter Presidents
November, 2008
Message from new Executive Director, Laura A. Owens…
Greetings to everyone!

I’m honored to have the opportunity to serve as your new Executive Director! I’ve been on the job now for 31 days, 8 hours and 22 minutes and I believe we are moving forward.

As you all know, Gracie has retired and is moving on to bigger and better things in her life!

We were fortunate, thanks to Betsy’s connections, to hire Jenny Levet who will be working with membership on a part time basis. Betsy thankfully has stayed on with us and will continue her work with chapters. She has truly been my “gal Friday” these past few weeks helping me sort through things at the Richmond office.  

Our main priority this past month has been to clean up the membership list so chapter presidents can obtain an updated and accurate list on line. We are close to reaching that goal! Also, with the help of VCU, we will be updating the website and offering more member benefits. Betsy and I will be working on a member survey to identify what we can do as a national organization to better serve and support our chapters. The survey will be on line (similar to the newsletter survey we sent out last year) and your input will be helpful in moving APSE forward. In the mean time, thank you to the chapter presidents who gave us feedback on what they need in their feedback to their regional delegates and chapter president reports. I have been reviewing all of this information as well.

I look forward to working with all of you to continue the efforts of APSE in the next year! Please feel free to email or call me with any ideas you have!

Laura

CORRECTION!  APSE Chapter/MIG Partnerships

In September, Tom Alexander, APSE Regional Delegate for Region V, offered to pull together information on APSE/MIG partnerships.  He asked for any states that he missed to please let us know.  We heard from Jolene Thibedeau-Boyd, MN APSE President, that MN APSE should be added to this list!  Their MIG has sponsored their Employment First Initiative!  

The list of states with APSE Chapters that are working collaboratively with their MIGs now includes MN, WY, IN, ND, WI and ME.  
If your chapter is collaborating with your MIG but is not listed here, please let us know, and we can update this list.   

APSE Complimentary Memberships/Conference Registrations
Each November, APSE sends out 4 complimentary memberships for chapters to use to offer membership to supported employees and/or family members who would otherwise not be able to join APSE.  

We will be sending these out again this year.  Please watch for them in the mail this month.  If you have any questions or do not receive yours by the end of the month, please contact Betsy.
APSE also sends two complimentary national conference registrations to chapters each year.  One complimentary registration is for any board member and the other is designated for a supported employee or a family member.  We wanted to let you know that this chapter benefit will be available again this year, so you can start planning ahead of time!

SPEAKING OF THE NATIONAL CONFERENCE!!!!

Please pass on the national conference information you receive to your board members and members at large and encourage them to attend the 20th National APSE Conference – Employment for ALL: A Celebration in the City of Festivals!

For APSE Chapter Board Members, the Delegates Council is already discussing how best to meet the needs of our board members during the Chapter Leadership Summit in Milwaukee.  This year the Delegates Council plans to bring the chapter leaders face to face with the APSE National Board members for open discussion.  The National APSE Conference will be held at the Hyatt Regency Milwaukee from June 30-July 2, 2009.  The Chapter Leadership Summit is scheduled for June 29, 2009.

The next APSE Delegates Council meeting will be held November 19, 2008.  

Your regional delegates will be meeting via tele-conference on November 19th.  If you have issues, ideas or comments that you would like to get heard that weren’t included on your recent feedback to the Regional Delegates, please contact them before the upcoming meeting.  For contact information, go to the apse website and click on chapters.  Delegates Council will be on the drop down list.  

Semi-Annual Reports for April – September, 2008 

If you have not sent in your chapter’s semi-annual report and bank statements for April-September, 2008, please contact Betsy at 804-278-9187 or Betsy@apse.org as soon as possible.
Upcoming APSE Conferences and Events
December, 2008:
SC “Palmetto” APSE Job Development & Business Practices Workshop
IN APSE Annual Conference
March, 2009:

NJ APSE Facing the Future XVIII

April, 2009:

Empire State APSE Supported Employment Training Institute
Visit the apse website for more information on conferences, resources, and other APSE news.
Best wishes,
Your National APSE office staff
Laura Owens    
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