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Welcome to Lone Star APSE:
The Network on Employment in Texas!
We are excited to have you as a member of Lone Star APSE: The Network on Employment for Texas!  APSE: The Network on Employment is a membership organization that was formed in 1988 as the Association for Persons in Supported Employment to improve and expand integrated employment opportunities, services, and outcomes for persons experiencing disabilities.  Lone Star APSE is the statewide organization for professionals, providers, supported employees, Texans with disabilities seeking employment, and family and friends of Texans with disabilities. 

As a member of Lone Star APSE, you will receive joint membership in national APSE as we work together to meet SE goals. Joint membership benefits include:
· Electronic communication with members for distribution of e-news and updates; 

· A members-only section which allows FREE electronic access to the Journal of Vocational Rehabilitation, offering cutting edge information on supporting people in the workplace; 

· Quarterly copies of the Advance newsletter, covering APSE’s monitoring of funding support for SE and community integration, rights for people with disabilities, technical assistance, eligibility and entitlement, special education, rehabilitation, and social security; 

· Voting privileges in board elections and other questions brought before members; 

· National and State action alerts; 

· Assistance in locating service providers; 

· Help in problem-solving and finding solutions that work in Texas; 

· Updates and information by accessing the website www.apse.org; 

· Networking with SE leaders, providers, and supported employees locally and nationally.

Lone Star APSE is committed to expand and improve SE opportunities within our state.   Our growing organization provides connection with other SE providers and recipients throughout Texas, notification of upcoming training events, and periodic updates of Texas and Federal policy and legislative issues.  Through our web site, www.lonestarapse.org, hopes to build a database of statewide SE providers.  Also, the “Coalition for Employment” newsletter provides useful information and updates concerning employment of individuals with disabilities.  As a member of Lone Star APSE, you will receive a copy delivered right to your inbox.  Past newsletters can be found on the “News and Announcements” page of the site.  
Thank you for joining Lone Star APSE.  We value you as a member and welcome any suggestions you have to expand our chapter and increase community employment for individuals with disabilities.  Please contact me at njaloway@sbcglobal.net or through the Lone Star APSE web site.
Sincerely, 

Norine Jaloway Gill

President, Lone Star APSE 

