
Defining Employment First Employment in the general workforce is 
the first and preferred outcome in the provision of publicly funded 
services for all working age citizens with disabilities, regardless of 
level of disability. A number of Employment First policy strategies 
have been implemented throughout the country in response to the 
criticaly low labor force participation and employment rates for 
people with disabilities.

EMPLOYMENT FIRST
ACROSS THE NATION

Executive Order

DirectiveNo Known Activity

Activity, No Policy

Legislation

Legislation + Directive 
or Executive Order

TYPE OF ACTION

C
O

U
N

T 
O

F 
AC

TI
V

IT
Y

 &
 A

C
TI

O
N

S
5

10

2003 2009 2010 2012 2013 201420112005

FOR STATE-SPECIFIC INFORMATION, VISIT WWW.APSE.ORG

have known Employment First 
activity over the past decade.

44 states

have formal policy action in the 
form of a Policy Directive, Executive
Order or Legislation. 

32 states

Formal policy actions over time


