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A BRIEF LEGISLATIVE HISTORY OF TRANSITION

e Late 1970s -middle 1980s: Publication of a number of follow-up and follow-along studies
of the post-school outcomes of students with disabilities.

e Purpose to determine extent how youth with disabilities who left school are doing—
findings indicate significant problems.

Seminal Follow-up Studies

Hasazi, S.B., Gordon, L.R., & Roe, C.A. (1985). Factors associated with the employment status
of handicapped youth exiting high school from 1979 to 1983. Exceptional Children, 52
(6), 455-469.

Mithaug, D.E., Horiuchi, C.N., & Fanning, P.N. (1984). A report on the Colorado statewide
follow-up survey of special education students. Exceptional Children, 51(6), 397-404.

Mithaug, D.E., Martin, J.E., Agran, M., & Rusch, F. (1988). Why special education graduates
fail: How to teach them to succeed.Colorado Springs, CO: Ascent Publications

Transition of Youth with Disabilities becomes a National Priority

e OSERS establishes transition as a policy and funding priority in the early 1980s

e Madeleine Will proposes Bridges from School to Work as a conceptual model of
transition.

e 1985 Andrew Halpern proposes a revised and expanded conceptual model of transition
that includes residential, employment and social interpersonal networks under the rubric
of community adjustment.

e 1989 OSERS funds the implementation of the National Longitudinal Transition Study
from 1987-1993 that included over 8,000 youth ages 13-21. Students were interviewed
over 2 intervals: 2 years or less post-school and 3-5 5 years post school.

e 1991 OSERS establishes and funds the Systems Change in Transition priority.

e 1996 The National Transition Alliance was funded to provide technical assistance to states
receiving STW development and implementation grants
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e 1990 IDEA passed and included provisions for transition services

e 1992 the Rehabilitation Act was amended to include the same definition of transition as
IDEA

e 1994 The School-to-Work Opportunities Act was passed that required the inclusion of all
students

e 1998 Workforce Investment Act links amendments of the Rehabilitation Act to generic
employment services.

e 1999 Ticket to Work and Work Incentives Improvement Act reduces includes incentives
to return to work and to seek employment related to health care and cash benefits

LEGAL DEFINITION OF TRANSITION SERVICES

The Individuals With Disabilities Education Act Amendments Of 1997 (P.L. 105-17)

Definition Of Transition Services

Defined by the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act Amendments of 1997 (PL 105-17)
under Part A (General Provisions), Section 602, (30) as,

(A)...a coordinated set of activities for a student with a disability that —is designed within an
outcome-oriented process ...which promotes movement from school to post-school
activities including post-secondary education, vocational training, integrated employment
(including supported employment), continuing and adult education, adult services,
independent living, or community participation;

(B) is based upon the individual student's needs...taking into account the student's preferences
and interests; and

(C) includes instruction, related services, community experiences, the development of
employment and other post-school adult living objectives, and, when appropriate, acquisition
of daily living skills and functional vocational evaluation.

Part B—ASSISTANCE FOR EDUCATION OF ALL CHILDREN WITH
DISABILITIES

Additional Requirements Related to Transition
Section 614 (d)(1)(A)(vii). Evaluations, Eligibility Determinations, Individualized Education
Programs and Educational Placements: Individualized Education Programs

STATEMENT OF TRANSITION SERVICE NEEDS
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() beginning at age 14,and updated annually, a statement of the transition service needs of the
child under the applicable components of the child’s IEP that focuses on the child’s courses of
study (such as participation in advanced-placement courses or a vocational education
program);

Statement of Transition Service Needs (Age 14+) is...
1) based on statement of current level of performance
2) directly linked to...
a) Post-school outcomes/Adult goals
b) IEP goals and objectives

The Statement of Transition Service Needs should meet the following criteria:

1) describe what instruction experiences will be provided and educational to assist the
student to prepare for transition from secondary education to post-secondary life.

2) directly relate the student's program or course of study and instruction including
community activities, elective, advanced placement, modified, or specially-designed
courses 70 student's post-school goals/adult outcomes

3) show how planned studies are linked to these goals

4) indicates whether the program or course of study leads to a diploma or a Certificate of
Achievement or Completion

The Statement of Transition Service Needs must answer the question....

“How are the instructional goals and objectives preparing the student to
achieve his/her desired post-school goals and the transition from school to
adult life?”

Figure 1:  Relationship of Statement of Transition Service Needs to Educational Program
and Postschool/Adult Goals and Outcomes.
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STATEMENT OF NEEDED TRANSITION SERVICES (AGE 16+)

(IT) beginning at age 16(or younger, if determined appropriate by the IEP Team), a statement of
needed transition services for the child, included, when appropriate a statement of the
interagency responsibilities or any needed linkages;

The Statement of Needed Transition Services should meet the following criteria:

identifies services to be provided

specifies timelines and persons responsible
coordinating agency including key contacts
intended outcomes

monitoring and follow-up activities

The Statement of Needed Transition should answer the question...

“What services, supports, or accommodations are required and will be
delivered to achieve desired post-school outcomes?”

The Statement of Needed Transition requires that you...

1)
2)

3)
4)
S)
6)
7)
8)
9

Identify community agencies

Be knowledgeable of services, eligibility requirements, agency policies, procedures &
practices, and constraints

Coordinate planning of needed transition services

Involve agency personnel in planning

Connect agency staff to families

Share information about agencies

Facilitate meetings between agencies and families

Invite agency personnel to IEP meetings

Organize an interagency coordinating team/council to identify and resolve systems and
organizational barriers to effective planning, implementation, and evaluation

10) Infuse interagency coordination and relationship-building as a critical element of

transition planning & education rather than as an add-on or separate component.

Figure 2:  Relationship of Statement of Needed Transition Services to Educational

Program and Postschool/Adult Goals and Outcomes.
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Relationship among...

e POST-SCHOOL GOALS/OUTCOMES GOALS/(ADULT) OUTCOMES
e Statement of Transition Service Needs (14+)
e Statement of Needed Transition Services (16+)

Figure 3: Linkage of IDEA Transition Provisions to Post-School Outcomes
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Additional Requirements

AGE 16: statement of
needed transition services

(IIT) beginning at least one year before the child reaches the age of majority under State law, a
statement that the child has been informed of under this title, if his or her rights any, that will
transfer to the child on reaching the age of majority under section 615(m)

Section 614 (d)(5) FAILURE TO MEET TRANSITION OBJECTIVES-

If a participating agency, other than the local educational agency, fails to provide the transition
services described in the IEP in accordance with paragraph (1)(A)(vii), the local educational
agency shall reconvene the IEP Team to identify alternative strategies to meet the transition
objectives for the child set out in that program.

California Regulations Specific to Transition
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30 EC 56460 -Legislative Findings and Declarations About transition services

56460. The Legislature finds and declares all of the following: (a) That while the passage of
the Education for All Handicapped Children Act of 1975 (Public Law 94-142) and the
California Master Plan for Special Education have resulted in improved educational
services for individuals with exceptional needs; this has not translated into paid employment
opportunities or maximum integration into our heterogeneous communities for individuals
with exceptional needs.

30 EC 56460 -Legislative Findings and Declarations About transition services

(b) That there is no formalized process that bridges the gap between the security and structure
of school and the complexity of service options and resources available for individuals with
exceptional needs in the adult community.

(c) That there is insufficient coordination between educators, adult service providers, potential
employers, and families and students in order to effectively plan and implement a successful
transition for students to the adult world of paid employment and social independence.

30 EC 56460 -Legislative Findings and Declarations About transition services

(d) That because of insufficient vocational training throughout the middle and secondary
school years, and effective interagency coordination and involvement of potential
employers in a planning process, the majority of options available for individuals with
exceptional needs in the adult community are programs that support dependence rather
than independence.

30 EC 56460 -Legislative Findings and Declarations About transition services

(e) The goal of transition services is planned movement from secondary education to adult
life that provides opportunities which maximize economic and social independence in the
least restrictive environment for individuals with exceptional needs. Planning for transition
Jfrom school to postsecondary environments should begin in the school system well before the
student leaves the system.

30 EC 56345.1 -Statement of Transition Service Needs and transition services

56345.1. (a) Beginning at age 14, and updated annually, a statement of the transition service
needs of the pupil shall be included in the pupil's individualized education program. The
statement shall be included under applicable components of the pupil' s individualized
education program that focuses on the pupil's courses of study, such as participation in
advanced-placement courses or a vocational education program.

30 EC 56345.1 -Statement of Transition Service Needs and transition services

(b) Beginning at age 16or younger and annually thereafter, in accordance with Section
56462 and paragraph (30) of Section 1401 of Title 20 of the United States Code, a statement
of needed transition services shall be included in the pupil's individualized education
program, including whenever appropriate, a statement of interagency responsibilities or
any needed linkages.
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A REVIEW OF 11 CRITICAL ELEMENTS OF A TRANSITION PLAN

Coordinated set of activities
Outcome-oriented process
Promote movement from school to post-school activities
Based upon student needs
Accounts for student preferences & interests
Support the transition to...
post-secondary education
vocational training
integrated employment (including supported employment)
continuing and adult education
adult services
¢ independent living
e community participation
7. May include the following services...
e Instruction
e related services
e community experiences
e development of employment and other post-school adult living objectives
e acquisition of daily living skills
¢ functional vocational evaluation
8. A statement of transition service needs at age 14 updated annually
9. A statement of needed transition services at age 16 updated annually
10. Informed of rights upon reaching the age of majority

A

11. Requires LEA (school district) to reconvene the IEP team to develop alternative strategies if

an agency other than the LEA fails to provide services promised in the IEP.
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